The Stigmata of

St. Francis

O Lord Jesus Christ,
who, when the world
was growing cold, in
order that the hearts of
men might burn anew
with the fire of Your love,
did in the flesh of the
most blessed Francis,
reproduce the stigmata
of Your passion: be
mindful of his merits and
prayers; and in Your
mercy vouchsafe to us
the grace ever to carry
Your cross, and to bring
forth worthy fruits of

penance.
-Pope Leo Xlll, November 21, 1885

National Minister, Jewel Jasmins, ofs

The Franciscan Rebuilding Task
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

More than 800 years ago, St. Francis proclaimed to his followers, “ This is
our vocation: to heal wounds, to bind what is broken, to bring home those who are
lost.” Our world today still bears the wounds of suffering humanity in every
corner of society: wounds of hurt and division, broken lives, many in pursuit
of what is true and meaningful in a changing and confusing world. How can
we as followers of St. Francis be instruments to help rebuild the church and
transform our world by our actions?
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Pondering this, a few humble ideas come to mind.
- Renewing one’s Secular Franciscan vocation to enliven our
sense of mission, and to base all work of reconstruction on the
solid foundation of the Gospel.

- To live out the good news of Jesus more fully by loving those
around us, and those who are on the peripheries of society.

The mission that St. Francis proclaimed to his followers
eight centuries ago, are still very relevant in our world
today as it was in his time. The Franciscan rebuilding task
has not yet reached completion but awaits our participation
in the divine renovation.
An exhortation from his Letter to the Franciscan Family: Go out into the world, Pope Francis wrote,
“Dear Brothers and Sisters, I entrust to you the mission of recognizing the right paths you must follow
in order to correspond boldly and faithfully to the charism you have received.”
Rome, from St. John Lateran. November 9, 2023
Jewel Jasmins, ofs, National Minister

O Francis living flame of love

As I write these lines, I'm leaving our annual meeting: Fraternité 2024. It
was a very fraternal meeting, which immersed us in the theme of the
stigmata of Saint Francis, whose 800th anniversary we are celebrating this
year. An event in the life of Francis that shows how this man welcomed the
Gospel message and imbibed it fully and completely. We, the daughters
and sons of St. Francis, wish to follow Christ on our earthly pilgrimage. A
journey that aims to resemble him, to conform ourselves to Christ, as St.
Paul said to the Galatians: “It is no longer I, but Christ who lives in me...”.
Francis follows Christ to the very end, taking the Gospel, the Word of God,
as his guide. In this context, it's important to realize that, like Francis, we
need to train, rather like athletes competing in the Olympic Games. We
have to place ourselves in the will of our Father. This training requires
special preparation: frequent reading of the Gospel, times of prayer and
adoration, charitable deeds to help our brothers and sisters in need, being
bearers of peace and joy in our work, leisure and family environments, etc.
We are well aware that this path requires a great deal of preparation. We
are well aware that this path is strewn with pitfalls and difficulties, but as
Francis illustrates so well in the Fiorettis, when he explains to Brother Leo what perfect joy is, nothing
should take us away from this certainty of being loved by God. Everything is accessory when we
know this: “I have called you by name; you are precious in my sight and I love you...”. Isaiah 43:4.
Let's take care to integrate it into our bodies and minds, and above all into our hearts, so that we can
bear witness to it with our sisters and brothers whom we meet on a daily basis.
Peace and Joy! Your little brother, Martin ofs



Study Program for Catholicism:
Pivotal Players - Word on Fire
Immerse yourself into the lives of men and
women living out the Gospel in their lives.
Volume One includes Francis of Assisi.

National Formation Director, Catherine Payne, ofs
May the Lord give you peace!

Upon reading our Rule #24

“ To foster communion among members, the council should organize regular

and frequent meetings of the community as well as meeting with other
Franciscan groups....... "

Your National Formation Commission has organized a Formation workshop for all
Formators across Canada. What a powerful opportunity to reach out to your Secular
Franciscan brothers and sisters across our nation to share ideas, resources and
fellowship thanks to the technology of Zoom. It will give us a chance to build up our
community, engage in dialogue and share in prayer and learning from one another.
Ensure that you have registered online with the information provided on the poster.

In other news a National Retreat is being planned for February of 2025. Again
thanks to the technology of Zoom we are able to gather as a nation. We are going to be
blessed with a presentation from a First Order Franciscan, a Poor Clare and a Secular
Franciscan. What a special treat to have all three Orders giving us some wonderful
Spiritual nourishment in both French and English! Registrations will be coming out
soon so please sign up.

National Formation Director, Catherine Payne ofs

The National Formation Formator’s Course 2024-2025

This course provides an excellent way to learn about yourself, your own approach to

Franciscan spirituality and how to effectively share this with others! The course will be
offered in English and French to OFS members who would like to take the course online
or via correspondence. This course is currently planned for October 2024. The course
could be very helpful for Formation Directors of local and regional fraternities, for
members of formation teams, and for other Secular Franciscans interested in
enriching their understanding of Franciscan spirituality and sharing that Charism with
our sisters and brothers more effectively. Persons interested in taking this course
should contact the Course Facilitator:
Catherine Payne, ofs, catherinepayne279@gmail.com, correspondence course
Maria Ferrera, ofs, maferrera@cogeco.ca, online course
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National Centenary Committee
Submitted by Sherrill Guimond, ofs, National Treasurer

In late September or early October the National Centenary Committee will be
contacting the Regional Ministers to request that they share how their local fraternities
celebrated the 800th Anniversary of the Stigmata of St. Francis.

In their recent newsletter, the Franciscan Sisters of Philadelphia wrote this: As we
celebrate the 800th anniversary of St. Francis’ Stigmata, reflect on the “wounds” that
you carry . .. wounds that, like Francis’, mark you as one who recognizes and shares
the wounds that Jesus suffered as a sign of his love for us.

Here is one sister’s poem celebrating the anniversary:
La Verna Encounter
You fascinate my heart, My God,
My being held in awe by all You are,
Held in awe by god-love So intense and yet so tender,
Love embracing all my being without bruising,
Love that captivates my soul,
That captures what I am and what I still can be
And holds it all within those godly arms
That love without control and raise me up to see
The god-in-me
That’s mirrored in your face,
To know at last the wonder of your gaze
And read within the deep wells of your eyes
The utter fascination of your Love For me.
Ann Marie Slavin, OSF
DISCERNING OPTIONS-OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS REGIONAL FRATERNITY
There have been six meetings of members of the local fraternities in the western provinces, to
discuss and to discern whether or not to stay as one regional fraternity, or to allow the most western
province to create a new regional fraternity. As many opinions and concerns were expressed on both
sides of the matter, it is apparent that there is no simple solution. Do we rejoice in the growth of the
OFS in birthing a new regional fraternity, or do we rally together and strengthen the bond of unity as
one region? Whatever may be the final decision, the meetings, for me, have truly inspired my Secular
Franciscan journey, as I listen to brothers and sisters that I have just met, share how important it is to
belong to the OFS, and how it shapes our common journey; how diverse in culture and language
Secular Franciscans can be, and yet how they can come together when there is a need; and how they
share their love and concerns. No matter how many places are visited, no matter the distance of the
journey and sometimes even the cost, our time together is always precious (even online!). The
challenges of boundaries, languages, styles of living out our charism, take a back seat to true
fraternity. As the discernment continues, it has been and is a privilege to share this discernment
journey with Our Lady of the Angels fraternities and the restructuring Committee.
Debbie Tessier, ofs, National Restructuring Committee



The Joyful Troubadours of Fraternity, 2024 edition at the Ursuline Retreat Centre, Loretteville, August 23-25

What a wonderful and beneficial weekend we experienced at the Ursulines in Loretteville! We were about 50
people of all ages and from all over Quebec, Ontario and New Brunswick. We are celebrating the 800th
anniversary of the Stigmata of St. Francis of Assisi. We had a conference by Fr. France Salesse, OFM Capuchin.
We shared in enriching workshops (mini-fraternities). We paid homage to Fr. André Chicoine with great
humour. But above all, love was floating in the air. The presence of God in all Love who gratified Francis with
his request. A big thank you to the whole team and to all those who contributed to this fraternal gathering!

Peace and Joy, Madeleine Bigras, Committee for Fraternité 2024

Quebec's regional fraternities.
Restructuring, one step at a time!
RESTRUCTURING IN QUEBEC

A presentation was made at Fraternité 2024 regarding the regional restructuring, here are the highlights:

The various stages of the last three years:

2021- The decision of the Francophone Consultation Council (FCC) on the resolution to be proposed to the
National Council to have only 2 regional fraternities.

2022- Resolution adopted by the national council at the June chapter

2022- Work to bring the 2 emerging regional fraternities into the world (East and West)

2023-Request for an amendment to the original 2022 proposal to create a single emerging regional fraternity
for all local French-speaking fraternities.

2024- Work to create an emerging regional fraternity and proposal to appoint a transitional regional council to
be ratified by the national council.

To come- A plan of action proposed by the transitional regional council to be validated by the members of the order.
Please continue to pray for these steps to energize our local fraternities. The members of the committee are all
well aware that the work around the structures of the SFO must be with a view to better serving local
fraternities and supporting them in the ups and downs of current ecclesial life.



A New Regional Transition Council

Here's some good news for Canada's French-speaking fraternities: the national council has appointed
a new transitional council for the newly emerging regional fraternity. Thanks to the work of the
restructuring committee over several months, 6 brothers and sisters have been proposed to make up
this new council, which will have the task of leading the process of this new structure at the service of
local fraternities throughout the country's French-speaking OFS. The following people will be
working to get this project off the ground: Martin Deschénes (Minister), Jocelyne Leblanc (Vice-
Minister), Louis-Eric Boutin (Secretary), Laurette Thibodeau (Treasurer), Francoise Malboeuf
(Formation Director) and Richard Chamberland (Communications Director). Let us accompany them

with our prayers that the Holy Spirit may guide and inspire them in all the work they undertake.
Submitted by Martin Deschaines, ofs, Regional Minister/National Vice Minister

FETE DES TENTES QUEBEC 2024 (Festival of Tents)

Above : Mandeville, in the region of
Lanaudiére

Franciscan Friars

Mass and Music




Franciscan Festival of Tents 2024 - Alberta

The first Franciscan Festival of Tents for young adults in Alberta took place on the Labour Day long weekend at
Our Lady of Victory Camp located in Lacombe Country, Alberta. We were so blessed with the presence of 45
young adults attending, 5 Friars and 7 Secular Franciscans from Red Deer and Calgary who helped with the
cooking. The atmosphere was filled with joy since we gathered to journey together in faith with daily Mass,
EFucharistic Adoration, Reconciliation, fellowship, free time in the Lake. We laughed, reflected, and had fun with
the improv night, a bonfire, the Karaoke night, games and 8 talks followed by small group discussions. The topics
for the talks were “Francis and the Chapter of Mats,” “Freedom of Conscience and Speech”. “The Spirit of
Francis and the Courage to be a Great saint”, “The Canticle of Creatures”, “Gospel to Life, Life to Gospel”,
“Laiving my Catholic Faith as a Secular Franciscan”, “Adam’s Testimony”, and “A Final Reflection: If I were
Francis...”. We were so grateful for the prayers and financial support of OLOTA Council and the generous
fraternities in BC and Alberta that sponsored young adults to this event. We also thank the two priests that came
to help with reconciliation and the Knights of Colombus Council 3408, who sponsored the lability insurance cost
that the Archdiocese of Edmonton required. The young adults expressed their gratitude and are looking forward
to the next one i 2025! God’s willing.

Blessings of peace and joy, Maritza Chouza, ofs OFS National Youth
Team

TRILLIUM REGIONAL FRATERNITY

The Trillium Regional Council has been quiet this past summer, but the local fraternities have been busy. The
Korean fraternities joined together for their annual retreat in August, and celebrated the profession of two new
members. There are some local fraternities and the friary in Peterborough that held liturgies and special
reflection days on the Stigmata, and many are celebrating the Transitus throughout the region on October 3™,
and celebrating the Feast of St. Francis in their parishes on the 4th. Our local Ministers had three online
meetings and the Formation Directors met 4 times in the past 12 months. We have two isolated members groups
meeting online once a month, a monthly online Franciscan book study, while some fraternities open their
retreats and days of reflections to other fraternities within driving distance. While smaller fraternities struggle,
there is hope as interested persons are coming to meetings. And there are professions happening across the
region as well. May God be praised for his love and the fire of the Holy Spirit in our brothers and sisters!
Debbie Tessier, ofs, Trillium Regional Minister



EASTERN REGIONAL FRATERNITY

Celebration of Brother Leo Fraternity Immaculate Conception Fraternity,
(Montague) 20th Anniversary, Aug. 11 Montreal, Professions planned for Janice
Goodfellow and Linda Trifiletti Oct. 6

St. Mary of the Angels Korean Fraternity, | Our Lady of the Philippines Fraternity

Montreal held a food bazaar to raise (Montreal) volunteers serving a meal to
money for missions in Africa. It raised about 100 homeless persons at Mother
$13,085.00. Teresa House in September.

St. Francis of Assisi (PEI)
Annual Retreat with Br.
Pierre Charland, Sept. 6-8




“To the ]ndigenous Peop les ...we want to learn about you,

)

We want to understand about you. We want to love you.
"Medlitation on the Joy of Working Together
In owr call to do God, the Creator’s will and to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus and our Forefathers, we listen intently to the Holy Spirit
and learn about the Law of Love.
To love God deep[y with ‘all our heart, soul and mind,
and to genuinely ‘love our neighbour as ourself” (Mt 22:37-39).
God, who is the First Cause’ of all things ...is in all things
and through all things (St Thomas Aquinas).
God, the Creator ... is the Greatest Goodl.
In our jowrney of Ioecom'mg lovable peop le,
we witness ﬁrsthand the sacredness of the human person.
Through others, we experience God’s wondevfu[,
compassionate and merciful love for us.
“When we reach out to the other person, not only is the other healed,
we are healed as well’ (7%0mas Merton).
We are then able to fee[ secure, share in the pevfect joy, peace,
and love of God.” Aquene / Feace

Sacred Covenant signed between the
Catholic Church and Tkemlups te Secwépemc

"The covenant was signed on March 30, 2024 on Easter Sunday by

Tk'emlups te Secwépemc, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver

and the Diocese of Kamloops. The Kamloops Indigenous Residential

School was one of five schools that existed within the boundaries of the

Archdiocese of Vancouver"

(Lauren Collins, June 26, 2024 11:20am)

Sacred Covenant signed between Catholic Church and Tkemlups te Secwépemc - YouTube

ofs National JPIC Team ofscanada.ca
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